CHAPTER III

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCE
AND WEALTH

FRENCH commerce has above all become
better organised. Under the Empire, the
chambers of commerce were merely con-
sultative, local advisory boards, hampered at
every point by the government; but now they
are unhindered and, what is more, they have
become extremely numerous. Many have been
founded in foreign countries where they serve
French interests. The government now co-
operates with them, and has enlarged the state
machinery to further the development of trade.
In 1882 was established the Superior Council of
Commerce, a board of commercial advisers with
a large experience to help the same cause. In
1897, was organised in the Ministry of Commerce
the National Foreign Trade Office, the design of
which is to furnish merchants with all the data
which they wish in regard to the opportunities
of trade in any foreign country. Its work is
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